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mn \'Y this enſitins difcourſe; you will ſee-miy' judgment. 


Ir's true; I ds fr 'currente calamo;" in more haſte, 
- then rhe "gravity of your queſtion merited ; bur 
- thar i5to-the'mannet.'-Fam very poſttiye, even in 
i my neftcxaminate tflextons; as'to the marter, to 
afſert'libertyof ReBglojt to dIFCbriftiaris,, which' therefore I call, 
as you ſee 1n the Title, | Fa. | 
- | Iſee it much ventilated amongſt our wiſeſt modelers of 
-the: Occonomicall part of our-purchaſed liberryin[Religion, 
whether it Cotifiſtes-wikth ' conſcientious andwell regulated 
Commonwealth, to'givereſtraintih order to any parties pro- 


Feſling Cheiſtianity:z- Whence;: up6n Yout cortimands, T rake 
-pen and pur'to paper; dipr in inke; Without the too too'ordi- 
-nary contetyperatiire of gall, as the-ſubje&” requires 3 religion, 
#'true; being-alway Yer. reed with thar ; rity: Sue $2 ated F,z\E 


.|»Tprofeſsin 66M plate, that as to choſe whore 


big hl 
2Þ apiſhs 49d. Prelktife; my <ducaticii'has To prevenred- all fot- 
raine'tinQures, tharFam not capable of any' ftirther affeQion, 
.theli White rhe purity of Chriſtian religion &voweth and obli- 
gerh.\ "And ehctofors preſcribing'4o-mny 1Hf"thoſe* narrow, 
yer ſanRified bonntls;1-preſume ts offer thel motives of lier- 
<5 as\ they relatevolall; nor ſeeing, howwe can (exclude any, 
by che priaciplesof Ghriftianity and'reaſon, oO 
- Fiſt, I conſider that TeSglon.i 'a habir or wy =" 
| "att 
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hath God. far its immediate object, by which we are inclined 
to per rduties in Divine worſhip,being a ſpecies of juſtice 


whoſe formall reaſon, or efſcntiall conſideration ( acording 
to Logicians language) Tonliſts in rendring to each one valewa- 
bly as the commurative,or at leaſt proportionably, as the diſtri- 
butive, what is due, Whence to very many of our learned 
men, it ſecmes to follow, that Relgroz is not within the 
vierge of humane cognizance, ſince both parties concernd 
(God being above all laws are not liable to our Tribunals. 
Secondly, neither doth the reſtriftive, or rather declarative 


' xerm Chriflian added to. religion, xalarge the bonds of hu- 


mane coghizance, as to this particular, except fome Divine 


4 goon may be produced by an authennicall Inſtrument, 
: WAIC 
| rigid Cenſurers out of holy Sqgipuures, which only can ſecure 
| he atxemprirem high preſumprion, acording to. our. 'Pritici- 
' 'ples - $5 Eg R 


hicherro1do nor hear is pretended ro, by, our modern 
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The great Cleark Eraſmus, though a P apift (whom I wil- 


 lingly name in this balinefs, not.only for xhe-<minency of his 


learning, bur for, the .great,;cſtcem. cur. Gonnt Id \03; 
4 in his Defence agaizſ 


judgment, ;as Sr. Thomas Here wieder 

Dae) forviving ul theſe fires beganto kindley; x00k anta- 
ſy occaſion to ſhew thebarrepmes of holy. Writ, as to this 
particular-: and with: loch rccounts a great Pulpit- 
mans applying $, Pauls hryetoum hominem devita, ſbup an hare- 


#ick to take. them off their lifes, thaxis, to; pur them to depth, 
"Thus zeal not |, :turns-to-folly : For the Apoſtle gives 


nor the leaſt hint for it, as the rexr ſpeakes, and he fhewes, 


Thirdly,our bleſſed Lord himſelf gave hisgrear C 
tothe Apoſiles inthis-form 


* - 


- 
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«Cc. ;  Andihe Apoſtle 2. Tim; 2;) 24-85it; weed commtncntng 


upon it, ſaith ; The Servant of the Lord niuft-otftrive, but be gene 
tle to,all men, apt to, teach, forheareM in meekudſhs | infiratimny 
thoſe that are comrery minded,, if Gd peradverture. mill grac them 
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Fepentanee to the achuomledgment of the truth, Where both texts 
dires all Chriſtian procedure in Religion, robe by teaching, 
not domineecring, or lording over Conſciences. Whence 
ſurely in order ro us, who julfly pretend higheſt reverence ro 
holy Scripture, this plea will ſtop all anlawtull invaſions,: and 
unjuſt uſurpations of Gods prerogative in puniſhing for Con- 
ſcience. 

Fourthly, upon this Divine and Apoſtolicall ſanQion, ir is 
evident, ( as our learned men obſerve ) that the primitive 
times ( by which we have alwayes defired to. madelize our 
forms of Government, as to matter of Religion ) did nor at 
all uſe violence to-Conſciences. Infomuch that Cprian Ep. 62. 
puts the difference berwixt rhe Synagogue, andthe Chriſtian 
Church in this, that then by a cerporeall, now only by a ſpi- 
rituall ſword, contumacy is puniſhable. And hence 380. . 
Yeares after Chrift, Idactus Clarm a Spaniſh Biſhop, was ſe- 
ver'd from Chriſtian communion, for foe incired the Ma- 
giſtrates againſt Priſe:Uian, though an Arch-heretick, Ir is 
alſo obſervable, that rhe Arias, who were indeed Anti- 
Chriſtian, under Conftartzu, are known to be the firſt intro- 
ducers of ſangninary, and other: compulſive Decrees upon 
Conſciences in order to belief. With all which is conſiſtent, 
that rf any under colour of Rel;g;on ſhall diſturbe the peace,they juſt- 
ly loft this immunity,. as reaſon demonſtrates and all antiquity | 
confirmes. Wence _ | 

Fifthly, Peradventure fome would urge the Paprfts joſ for- 
feiture of theſe Chriſtian Rights of religious immnnity by cheir 
particular demerits in che Gun-powder-treaſan. As to this, 
Chriſtianity conpells me, to vindicate the body of them from 
the leaft gurl init 3, ſince K. James himſelf (who was very pri- 
vyto the intriegues of thax Stare-prodigie ). in his Proclamari- 
on preſentlydeclared them innocent. And indeed Ariſtatles,and 
much more Chriſtian Schools, would condemn it as a great 
Sol eciſme,tt rhey ſhould -——_ all of us guilty of every hor- 
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rid 


| [yl 
rid crime, which- ſome few Proteſtams, to: their perpetuall 
ignominy, are known to . have perpetrated ;. or: upon iuch 
too too remote Titles ſhou}d deprive us of-| our Chriſtian 
rights, and conſcientious. liberties, {ince as; each! ,one carries 
the guilt of his own crime, ſo the puniſhment according to all 
EE... - ..o-cnanithcd ard; tre c 
Sixthly, whereas further*-may be objc&ed, the cruelty of 
the modern Spazrſh 1nqurfition , and of the Prelatique Hizh- 
Commiſſion. Itis eaſily retorted by them both : why ſhould 
we embrace, what we diflike.in them > except we. will hear 
from the Prophet,. Videbax furem, "0 .currebgs. cum eg: .you ſaw 
a thief and did run with þjm 3 thats, to ſteal with him. Shall 
we erect again pecuniary and, cocrcive courts of Conicience, 
which we pul'd down,; as being againſt the nature of Conſci- 
ence which is only ſubjc& ro Gods Court of Jultice, as we juſt- 
ly alleadged,. when it related to our'own liberties of Confci- 
ctce >. Asfor the 14uiſition, weall know, it was introduced 
to rid che countre of Moors and Fewes, which only by the fa- 
got. could be conſumed:' we are not alſo ignorant.thar it is nor 
introduced as matter of faith amongſt. them. ncither is it uni- 
verfally recciyed;, © Fraxze abhors all yiolence in this kind,Ge/- 
man, Flanders, Poland, and many orher parts do not admir it, 
Maſt Spa: onely, and onely in this , dire& us > Gregory, Na- 
21472en in his fourth oration, when Orthodox Chriftians had by 
Tulians death obtained the worlds Soveraignty ( which is our 
caſe.) very piouſly pex{wades the Magiltrates,. net to wn the 


Ls . 


pints of their ſwords againſt. cyen Infidels; which they had 
cruelly ſhearhed in our hearts. He gives the treaſon, Offtenda- 
mu quod illos Demones doceant quod rurſam Chrigtu nos erydiat: 
Let us ſhew them that the Devill raughr them thoſe crueltics, 
and Chriſt our meckneſs. . Hence in: 2. MHarres, dayes, the 
learnedft perfon of tharage A'phoyſuu a Caftro, irhough a Pa - 
piſt, preacht at Phrte-hall in preſence of K. PhiIp againſt our 
home ſeverities, as our famous Mr. Fox afſures. us : and he 
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{late Archbiſhop learned DoGour Lasd after S. AuguFftizedid - 
nor hold agallowes to be a fir arzument for converſion of mil- 
underſtanding Souls, as he periwaded the King , who was 
therefore whol!y againitir, as he declared upon all occaſions. 
And he who was, and tis celcbrated as the wilcit- of our Pro- 
reſtant Princes, hath in print difowned all cocrcion in this 
kind, as K. James 1n his Apolozy to Chriitian Princes. And in- 
decd though by ſuggcition of ſome intemper: te ſpirits, there 
hath been too roo much ſevcriry uſed, fuch as was o!d Cec7l, 
who made inarzinall notes upon Jul:axs Geſts ( the Grand A- 
pollarc and {ubdolous perſecurot of Chriſtians) as his Direfory 
tor proceeding in matecr of religion againſt Papitts : yer in all 
times the moſt cminenr and conſcientious perlons of Church 
and Commen-wealti: amongit us, have diiclaimed and bluſhed 
at our {evere Jawes azaialt religiun : which have made us an 
obloquy to all our n. 1z:2bours, even to our brethren the Hol- 
landers, whoſc Ciriitian policy even beyond envy flouriſherh 
at Amſte;/dam, and other places, with exemplar piety and 
frecdom. And ia the combultion, berwixt the A-minrazs and 
Gomarisis chey experienced a happy effect of this univerſal im- 
munity. For even the Paprſts ,, who were very numerous, 
( and ſurcly are ſo here, it we involve all of that judgment, 
more then is cafily conceived.) aſſured rhe Magiſtrates, thar 
their Religion obliged them, to Le faithful to the Superionrs, and 
that accordingly they would ſtand by them againſt whomſoc- 
ver. Upon which ground the wilcit people in the World the 
od Romans offcred to.the Jexes, though a conquered Nation, 
their libcrtics of religion, as their own hiſtorians, ro their ho- 
nour, declare, and they had anſwerable «ffs, as alſo now 
we ſee in Fyauce, where our Religion is happily tolcrated, 
with what fidelity the Kg of France {crveth himfelt in places 
of chicfeſt truſt in the wars, of the moſt eminent profcfſours cf 


eur Religion, and in like manner the Krz2 of Pole and orhers. 


Wherce we muſt confeſs that in the judzment of all. parrtits, 
| 4 Soul- 


[6] 
Soul-immunity £onnaterally ryferrs a conſcientious fidelny ; and 
therefore it Hawa _— leſs effes here of cane 1-4 in all 
who ſhall by aboliſhment of compulſive lawes as to conſcience 
finde the comfort of the freedom, where gratitude in all inge- 
nious natures freed from bondage, will imprint indelible cha- 
racers of duty to be tranſmitted even to poſterity, 

Seventhly, Ir's true that rhe poſterior Romans, rhe dregs of 
the old Heathens, who like the Jewes meaſurcd all things by 
che teſt of remporall bleffings, objcRed the ill ſucceſs of the 
Empire, to be from the liberry of Chriſtianity z which-moved 
Oroſics by S. Auguftines command to write his hiſtories, as 
teſtimonies of Gods bleflings : And it gave occaſion to S. Au- 
8uſt;n himſelf ro enrich the World with his Books Of the City 
of God, upon the ſame deſign, and to ſhew ill ſucceſles to have 


come from themſelves. In the ſame manner we know, that 


ſomeil! natur'd and froward Perſons have fo far envyed their 
Neighbours freedom in matters of Conſcience , that, like 
thoſc old Heathens, they would injuriouſly mpute our preſent 
miſeries to this freedom ; whereas unqueſtionably the want 
of univerſall immunity, or rarher the: violent reſtraint of ren- 
der conſciences, ſtroke the firſt fire of all our combuſtions, as 
no Englith-man can be ignorant who hath been contemporar 
-ro them, The beſt remedy will be{fince as nature teachet 
contraria comrarits curautur) kya contrary appiycation of ten- 
derneſs, which will ſincerely unite all affeftions, as amongſt 
che old Philoſophers, who though differingin their Tenets, 
concerning God and his worſhip, yer out of their ſeverall 
Scholes, 1n mutuall civill offices obhged cach other. 
Eightly, if we further conſider this baſineſs, as we are En- 
gl:ſh-men, that is, true Patriots, having an cyc upon our rela- 
tions abroad, we cannot but take notice of borh our powerfull 
neighbours intercſled in ir,who though our of preſent exigencies 
of State they may diflemble the ſenſe they have of our perſe- 
cuting their Religion : yer ſince ill;am whom we call Congque- 
roxr his triumphs, eur countrey hath ſadly experienced b 
Cac 
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each of them, when not joyned ( as now they eaſily may be 
their power and readineſs a and —_ =- ran ans 
as Prixcipalls, other times as Auxthariesg to our damage by 
Sea and Land upon far lefle pretences, eſpecially. when ( as is 
.cuſtomary amongſt bordering encmies in military policies ) 
they could work fit opportunities, by ſcmenting, or fomenting 
our home -diviſions, which a fraternall tenderneſs ro each o- 
cher, in point of Religion, above all other tics, ( and" Kw,in 
our Nation, then in any other, as experience ſhewes) would 
effccually prevent, and ſecure us far otherwiſe, then the old 
Roman walls againſt the Pi8s, or our dancing and daring bul- 
warks againſt Jul: Ceſar and others, which as we know, 
— i us. . = j _ ; 

inchly. ne, if as prudent rovident perſons we 
look u ks (cell of this buſineſs, as ir relates even to a 
ſelfnels, this lictle world of ours, for theſe laft hundred years, 
having experienced almoſt incredible vertiginous revolutions 
in matcer of Religion, prudent ſelf-ſceking will reach us, to 
Provide for the like vicaſſitudes, by leaving lerzrtes ro Poſter- 


- ity; thatincaſe our own flue ſhall differ _in opinion, from 


the farure prevailing DoQrines ( for among ſo many Seas, 
norie-of -ns can:tell, which fhall laſt ———_— keep the Chair ) 
they mayſerve as Prefervarives of their eſtates and perſons, c- 
ven in theſe religious epidemica/l diſeaſes. 

Tenthly, as concerning our old weather-beaten exception 
29ainft the P p15 acknowledgment of a fortain power in ſpi- 
rieuals ;' Befides that it carries-the anſwear to it ſelf, being in 
Spirituals, and therefore as we muſt conteſſe, nor apt to dif- - 
rurbe our externall peace, it is alſo —— by publick con- - 
ſent of all parts, even where the Papall power 1s moſt predo. - 


minant, the.acuall coexiſtency of both ſwords by daily expcri- 
ence being rendred clear to our ſenſes. We muſt acknowledge 
publick rrurhs: As for example even in /tah, as in the caſe of 
Parma and Modine, though little Princes, they had no diffi- 
fobjedts, to maintain their tempo- 

rall 


culty with their popiſh 
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rall right, againſt the Popes pretences. Pence . with high 
oppoltion in the Magiſtrate, and fignall ailegiance 1n the 
ſubjc&s, Eccleſiaſticall and civil, Fraxce Sparn, and Germany 
give dayly inſtances of thuir fecurity, in their JubjcRs alleg1- 
ance, againſt wharſocver ſpecious titles. And cvcn art: home 
under Herry the $ th. in thoſe too too high conteſts betwixt 
him and Pope Clemezt, and under 2. El:zateth after 'Pope P:- 
« his cenſures, and in 88. iris contcft, that none gave greater 
ſatisfaQtion in point of allegiance to our Princes, then the Pa- 
pifts, Particular Tenets are like opinions, which touch one- 
ly ſpeculation, and are circumſcribed. ro rhe Scholes, not al- 
lowed as to praRilſe. - So-thar all parties would now deride us, 
if we would ſeem to put weight on {o ſtramineous a foundati- 
on, againſt ſo great a good, in'orderto the publick; as-liberty 
of Canſcicace,* - 2 of a 097 30 YEUDJL SI GOGH AG. 
Laſtly, All which conſiderations dnely. weighed; will' en- 
force us to conclude,thar they muſt juſtly. be preſumed'to be'e- 
aemies of our countreys happines, and of'the fupream govern- 
ment, who by perſwading exforcement'of conſciencegwould en- 
AXdeavor ſeverely to kindle dilaffetions to'Superiours,in al thoſe 
whom rhey-deſire to be feverely handled forreligion,and inall 
forteigners whowill'be concerned inthis commoncauſe,which 
by alllawes( as themſelves herctofore, when they were under 


*.the laſh have pleaded ) ſhould be moſt free; and in which all 
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men areJuſtly moſt tender” -- 3 57 onn nf 
-* Y ow may pleaſe toaccept this in comp)yancewitt the reſpe& 
I have to your conmand : The eaufe-is-common, and therefore I 
willingly obey you, ſoule- liberty being the bigh-ſt intereſt of man- 
kinde, and hath the greateſt influence on the profpericy of our 
own nation, andeven of .cach articular perſon. Our bodies and 
fortunes are ſubje& to higher powets. ripon Juſt exigencies,the 
ſoule'only toYod ; whehs;if free, we all-nicer- In- our? gioſt! af- 
Feftuous orizons forthe piblick'eoncermand-therefore:al{igosd 
Patriots defire with Fon not- $0-fiavertt captivated, hoe to Tet o- 
thers contriſtated for:want of enjoyment of every ones due right 
in this their deareſt. mtereſt,which js alig.che onely aime of - 

| CEN Thur of ofncd Servant.” T.F., 


